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Patty Weiss Gelenberg made history at KYOA-TV as an anchor. She
started at KOLD-TV (below, left) after graduating from the UA.

She has received numerous honors in journalism, including the
prestigious Silver Circle award from the National Academy of Tele-
vision Arts & Sciences’ Rocky Mountain Southwest Chapter for 25
years of outstanding service in the same television market.

She also has volunteered on many of the university’s advisory
boards, including those for the UA’s J-school, the College of Be-
havioral Sciences, the UA Department of Psychology, the Institute
for Children,Youth and Families,and UA Presents. She has also
been involved with many civic and charitable organizations, serving
on the Boards of the Tucson Botanical Society, Green Fields Coun-
ty Day School and Community Foundation for Southern Arizona.

“Patty came to my school on Career Day years ago at Road-
runner Elementary,” Jill Fisher Vengelen of Tucson said.“She was a
great anchor and | miss seeing her on KVOA.”
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Dan Hicks

s a fourth-grader at Tucson’s former Brown Elementary,
Dan Hicks entertained teachers and students with his spot-
on voice of sportscaster Howard Cosell.

In high school, he would sit up in the Hi Corbett Field stands at
Tucson Toros baseball games and prac-

tice his play-by-play with a tape recorder.
And in college, he got his first announcing
gig as the UA women’s basketball public
address announcer for $25 a game.

“It just goes to show you, that you can
make anything happen if you practice at it
and love sports,” Hicks told UA J-school

students in early November.
The 1984 University of Arizona jour-
nalism graduate made a lot happen after

“My job as a
play-by-play

announcer is

to make you
care about the
people you 're

watching.”

college. He worked at Tucson radio sta-
tions and as a weekend sports anchor on
KVOA-TV, then landed a sports anchor
job at CNN in Atlanta before starting a
stellar career at NBC Sports in 1992.

Hicks has served as the network’s lead

Dan Hicks PGA Tour and Ryder Cup golf announcer
1984 graduate since 2000. He also has worked every
Olympics since Barcelona in 1992, cover-
ing swimming in the Summer Games and alpine skiing in the Winter
Games after starting out with speed skating.

After starring as a three-sport athlete at Sabino High School,
Hicks worked his way up the media ladder at the Arizona Daily
Wildcat his junior year. He also wrote for the Tombstone Epitaph
and was a high school football stringer for the Tucson Citizen.
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Michael Wade/lcon Sportswire

Tiger Woods got emotional during an interview with Dan Hicks following the
final round of the 2018 Tour Championship, his first victory since 2013

“My job as play-by-play announcer is to make you care about the
people you are watching,” he said.“It’s a real fundamental piece of
journalism —and | still fall back on my journalism degree big time —
because we're basically telling stories about people.”

Hicks also has called Notre Dame football, NFL and NBA games,
and tennis. He’s married to ESPN sports anchor Hannah Storm and
lives in Greenwich, Connecticut, with their three daughters.

He’s been part of 14 Olympic broadcasts and 22 U.S. Open golf
tournaments — including 2008 at Torrey Pines in San Diego, when
Tiger Woods outdueled Rocco Mediate for the win.

When Woods holed a dramatic putt to force a playoff, Hicks
delivered the memorable line — “Expect anything different?” — then
stopped talking as the crowd roared.

“The worst thing we can do is trample all over history,” Hicks said.

2022 HALL OF FAME 19




James W. Johnson

or three decades, Professor Emeritus James W. Johnson taught
Fstudents how to cover courts, city and county government
and school districts. His Reporting Public Affairs class was
tough, but it helped many land jobs after graduation.
“You poured so much encouragement,
wisdom, time and care into training us
as your students,” Derrith Lambka (’82)
wrote on Facebook.“What a difference
you personally made in my life.”
Johnson,a 1961 UA journalism alum,
taught many other courses and received
a national teaching award in 1983. He
worked at the Oakland Tribune after

“The journalism graduation and later at the Philadelphia
department Inquirer, Oregonian, Providence Journal,
was saved with Arizona Republic and Arizona Daily Star.
the long and “After |7 years at the Oakland Tri-
hard work Of bune, | wanted a career in teaching jour-
the alumni and nalism, and | knew the school | wanted
facully. »” to teach at was my alma mater;” he said.
An accomplished author; Johnson
James W. Johnson co-wrote “One Step From the White
1961 graduate, Professor House:The Rise and Fall of Senator
Ehmee[ﬁ,ss' fhnr:;fg?;'?f William F. Knowland” (1998) and “Mo:
the program in the '90s The Life and Times of Morris K. Udall”

(2001)and “De Grazia: The Man and the
Myth” (2014). His eighth book,“The Black Bruins” (2018), about
Jackie Robinson and four fellow UCLA athletes, “engagingly cap-
tures the lives, struggles, and triumphs of five men whose great-
ness transcended American sports,” Kirkus Reviews said.
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Photos courtesty of Arizona Daily Star, Amazon.com
Prof. Emeritus James W. Johnson (clockwise) with wife, Marilyn; Frank
Sotomayor and the late Don Carson; college photo; and his latest book.

Johnson, an Arizona Daily Wildcat Hall of Famer, got his start at
the Wildcat as sports editor along with fellow 1961 grad Joe Cole.
Johnson also was sports editor of the Casa Grande Dispatch,
when about 10 journalism students took over the then-weekly.

“Students drove back and forth during the semester to write
features and news, and to shoot photos,” Johnson said.“Toward
the semester’s end, the students stayed overnight in local families’
homes while putting out the latest news.”

As a professor, Johnson was proud to be part of the Editing Pro-
gram for Minority Journalists, the Zenger Award, Tombstone Epi-
taph, Community News Service and the department’s fight against
university closure in the mid-1990s.“The department was saved
with the long and hard work of the alumni and faculty,” he said.
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The Kramer family

n a hot June day in 1963, Ruth and Donovan Kramer Sr.
O of lllinois drove their Mercury station wagon, packed

with four kids and a dog, into a small Arizona town.

Time to embark on a new adventure, buying and running the

weekly Casa Grande Dispatch.
During the next 59 years,
the family would expand the
Dispatch to a six-day daily, add
five weekly newspapers, spe-
cialty publications and a digital
marketing consulting division,

while also buying newspapers

“(We've) always been in Show Low and Payson.
interested in journalism Donovan Sr. died in 2009.
education.”’ Ruth, now in her 90s, serves
as president of Casa Grande
Ruth Kramer Valley Newspapers Inc.
with Donovan Sr, who died in 2009 “Community journalism

is still strong,” said her son,
Donovan Kramer Jr.,, who is managing editor and co-publisher with
his sister, fellow UA J-school grad Kara Cooper. “We focus on
local because it’'s something people can’t get elsewhere.”

The other siblings are Diana Kramer; who attended UA in agricul-
ture communication, and Eric Kramer, who worked for the AP after
earning a degree from Kansas. Donovan Jr. and his wife Joanne,a UA
grad, have three children who went to UA: Brian Kramer, the compa-
ny’s digital director who oversees the White Mountain Independent
and Payson Roundup, Katherine Bloom and Meaghan Kramer. All the
family’s children and grandchildren worked for the company growing
up, including Cooper’s daughter; Zoe, now creative marketing director.
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From left: Brian Kramer, Kara Cooper, Diana Kramer, Zoe Cooper,
Donovan Kramer Jr., Ruth Kramer, Meaghan Kramer and Katherine
Bloom. Inset, from top: the late Donovan Kramer Sr. and Eric Kramer.

The family helps other UA students learn the journalism craft,
thanks to the Ruth A. and Donovan M. Kramer Sr. Scholarship.
Ruth provided the funds to create the $40,000 endowment, which
will forever generate $1,600 a year for students.“We've always
been interested in journalism education,” Ruth said.

Donovan Kramer Sr., who died at 84, was inducted into the
Arizona Newspaper Hall of Fame in 1998. He grew up as the son
of a newspaper owner and studied journalism at lllinois, graduating
in 1948 and becoming an editor in Fairbury and Forrest, lllinois.

“Our dad would be touched to know we were inducted into the
(UA) Hall of Fame,” Kara said. “To think a 38-year-old journalism
entrepreneur could have a dream in rural lllinois to move to a small
Arizona town to buy a paper ...it truly has been an amazing journey.”
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Nicholas C. Proffitt

ewsweek foreign correspondent Nicholas C. Proffitt

showed courage and commitment to his journalistic duty

throughout his extraordinary career at a time when the

magazine was one of Americans’ prime news sources.

“Sherman Miller,
Don Carson and
Phil Mangelsdorf
made the biggest
impact on my

b

career.’

Nicholas Proffitt
1968 graduate, about his
former UA Journalism
professors

Nothing exemplified those character-
istics better than Proffitt’s determination
to keep reporting from South Vietnam
even as North Vietnamese soldiers en-
tered Saigon.

“We could see thick columns of
smoke rising from around the field and
hear incoming Communist shells and
small-arms fire,” Proffitt wrote about his
exit aboard a helicopter in the final U.S.
evacuation from Saigon.

As a UA Journalism student and a
Daily Wildcat reporter, “Nick was head
and shoulders the most talented person
in the newsroom, and he went on to
distinction during his career as report-
er and author,” said Frank Sotomayor,
1965-66 Wildcat editor. Proffitt won
the department’s Alex Parker Reporter
Award and the Sherman R. Miller Award.
The 1968 grad worked as Wildcat city

editor, KOLD-TV reporter and Washington Post reporter, where
an editor called him the best-trained intern the paper ever had.

After graduation, Proffitt worked for the AP and Newsweek in

Los Angeles, reporting on the Charles Manson-led murders and
Black Panthers. In one of his first Newsweek assignments as Viet-
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Nicholas Proffitt (left) in Army hnor guard and (right) reporting in Vietnam.
His first novel became a 1987 Francis Ford Coppola film with James Caan.

nam correspondent and bureau chief, he reported on the invasion
of Laos in 1971 and North Vietnam’s 1972 Easter offensive. As
bureau chief in Beirut, Proffitt covered the Turkish invasion of Cy-
prus, the assassination of King Faisal and the 1973 Yom Kippur War.
He returned to Vietnam for the final phase of the U.S. involvement
and later headed to London and Houston, both as bureau chief. From
Nairobi in 1978-1981, his coverage area included all of sub-Saharan
Africa except South Africa. He reported on the Rhodesian war, the
fall of Idi Amin in Uganda and the Iranian hostage crisis from Teheran.
Later, based on his experience as an Army honor guard at Ar-
lington Cemetery, he wrote the novels “Gardens of Stone,” which
Director Francis Ford Coppola turned into a film, “The Embassy
House” and “Edge of Eden.” Proffitt, who married 1967 UA Jour-
nalism graduate Martie (Hudson) Proffitt, died in 2006 at age 63.
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George W. Ridge Jr.

s a two-time director and professor, George W. Ridge Jr.
A helped establish many of the cornerstone programs at
the University of Arizona School of Journalism.

The versatile Ridge, who died at 86 in 2019, was a reporter at
The Arizona Republic before being draft-
ed into the Army. He spent seven years
in Germany editing the Stars and Stripes
military newspaper, where he covered
construction of the Berlin Wall and the
Soviet invasion of Hungary.

He returned to earn a law degree at
UA while working as city editor at the
Arizona Daily Star. He went on to be-
come Arizona assistant attorney general
before beginning his career as a UA

“President Ford journalism professor in 1968.
congratulated us “George taught me journalism when
on the Tombstone that word was universally respected —

Epitaph in 1976. a caIIirTg vxﬂth 'ethics and tenets, not for
At the time. we hobbyists,” said Professor Mort Rosen-
’ blum, who worked for Ridge at the Star.
were the only Ridge’s law and ethics class was his
school publishing hallmark.“The best journalism class |
a community ever took,” said Nicole Greason (’88).
paper that far As department head from 1972 to
1978 and 1985 to 1991, Ridge secured a
deal to let students produce the Tomb-
George W. Ridge Jr. stone Epitaph and found funding for El
Two-time director Independiente and other publications.
“George had a deep understanding of
the role of the press from his work as a journalist and an attorney,’
said Professor Emerita Jacqueline Sharkey, former school director.
When Arizona Republic reporter Don Bolles died after a car

from campus.”
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George Ridge gave Katharine Graham the 1973 Zenger Award for pub-
lishing the Pentagon Papers. He was a journalist and a press law attorney.

bombing in 1976, Ridge arranged for students and the school to
be heavily involved in the ensuing media coverage.““Students rotat-
ed weekly investigative shifts in Phoenix, working side-by-side with
professional journalists,” daughter Deborah Whitaker said. “The
school’s Don Bolles Fellowship was a direct result of this effort.”
Ridge, named the 1978 Arizona Newspaper Association Teacher
of the Year, taught courses at the Autonomous University of Gua-
dalajara and organized an exchange program there. He also started
a program to inform Latin American journalists about journalism
in the U.S. through courses and internships at U.S. media outlets.
To keep his skills current, Ridge spent his summers working in
The Denver Post sports department and as a copy editor at the
International Herald Tribune. For several years, he wrote a weekly
travel column and restaurant reviews for the Arizona Daily Star.
He served as an expert witness on First Amendment issues and
gave presentations at U.S. embassies overseas on press freedom.
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Ernest R. Sotomayor

national leader in media diversity and inclusion, Ernest R.
ASotomayor capped a distinguished newspaper career and

joined the Columbia University School of Journalism in New
York, rising in 2012 to dean of student services.

Upon his retirement in 2020, Colum-
bia Journalism Dean Steven Coll said:
“His legacy includes the remarkable
expansion of the largest career fair in
journalism, invaluable stewardship of
student life, effective advocacy for un-
derrepresented minorities at the school
and in our profession.” Additionally, as

director of Latin American Initiatives, he

ran training programs for investigative

“Be an agent of
change in your
newsroom. Those
in academia,

reporters throughout that region.

After being Wildcat sports editor and
graduating from UA journalism in 1977,
Sotomayor reported for the El Paso Her-

monitor your .
. o ald Post. He moved to the Dallas Times
curriculum. _
: Herald and was promoted to state editor
Does it teach , . .
. . o and associate editor. He directed a year-
diversity?

long immigration-amnesty project that
Ernest R. Sotomayor won the SDX-SPJ’s National Gold Medal
1977 graduate, in NAH)| for Public Service. Moving to Newsday
Hall of Fame speech as an editor, he was part of two Pulitzer
Prize-winning teams — covering the 1991
NYC subway crash and the TWA flight 800 crash off Long Island in
1996. As newsday.com editor, he was an innovator in then-nascent
digital media. After joining Columbia in 2005, he pushed for more
faculty diversity and for effective recruitment of students of color.
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Ernest Sotomayor, vice president of the National Association of Hispanic
Journdlists, presided over the 2004 Unity event in Washington, D.C.

Deeply involved in the National Association of Hispanic Journal-
ists, he helped increase diversity in American news media.

“Ernie was the triple threat — a distinguished journalist, an
effective advocate and a dedicated mentor;’ said Professor Emerita
Nancy Sharkey, who managed recruiting for The New York Times
while Sotomayor was at Columbia. “His influence on the pro-
fession is profound, resulting in more inclusive coverage by news
organizations around the country.”

In the late ’90s, he helped bridge all the organizations represent-
ing journalists of color and presided over the 2004 Unity: Journal-
ists of Color Convention, which drew members from NABJ,AAJA,
NAHA and NAH). Accepting his invitations to speak were Pres-
ident George W. Bush; Senator John Kerry, then the Democratic
2004 nominee, and Secretary of State Colin Powell. Sotomayor is
also a member of the NAH) and Daily Wildcat Halls of Fame.
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Michele Stephenson

hen Michele Stephenson retired as Time’s director of
photography, she left the magazine as the dominant
photo newsweekly in the United States.

During her tenure from 1987 to 2006,
the 1966 UA journalism grad led an
award-winning staff that enjoyed success
while competing against Newsweek and
U.S. News & World Report.

“(Michele) is a legend in the photo-
journalism world,” said Richard Stengal,
Time editor-in-chief, in a memo to staff.

Stephenson’s stable of contributors

grew to include photojournalists Antho-

m?‘fi} r}:llj;le ny Suau, Thomas Dworzak and Kadir van
]. . Lohuizen,White House photographers
guiding and

Brooks Kraft and Christopher Morris,

teaching me the and war photographers Robert Nickels-

importance of
pursuing the truth
in print and in
pictures.”

berg,Yuri Kozyrev, and James Nachtwey,
arguably the best conflict photographer
of his generation.

She came to the UA as a sophomore

Michele Stephenson transfer from the University of Colorado.
1966 graduate, about her

UA Journalism professors | enrolled immediately in the jour-

nalism school with it’s three wonderful
professors: Sherman Miller, Phil Mangelsdorf and Don Carson,”
she said.“They had a major role in guiding and teaching me the
importance of pursuing the truth in print and in pictures.”
Miller, a former N.Y.Times journalist, never let Stephenson stray
from her goal of working in New York. “The day after graduation,
| sold my car, got on a plane for New York, interviewed at Time
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Michele Stephenson works with photojournalists at Time magazine.

the next week and started the next day,” she said.“l don’t think it
happens like that anymore.”

At Time, she started as a traffic desk assistant in the photo de-
partment before being promoted to photo researcher/reporter in
the Business and Nation sections and then assistant photo editor.
She became the first picture editor of Us Magazine, started by The
N.Y.Times Co.in 1977, and assistant managing editor of LOOK
Magazine in 1978. She was named deputy picture editor at Time in
1979 and picture editor/director of photography in 1987.

Her editing projects included “A Day in the Life of” books on
Italy, Ireland, America and China; “The Bigger Picture: Thirty Years of
Portraits”; and “Hillary: The Photographs of Diana Walker.”

She was a team editor for the Eddie Adams Photography Work-
shop, and part of the Freedom Forum photojournalism seminars in
|7 cities in Eastern Europe, Russia, China and the Far East. She also
judged international and national photo competitions.
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IN APPRECIATION

The School of Journalism thanks all of you for purchasing tickets
and sponsoring students for today’s event, as well as making
generous donations in honor of our Hall of Fame inductees.

HOW TO DONATE

Proceeds from today’s event will go toward our Journalism
Special Projects fund, which supports student travel, reporting
projects and scholarships.To give in honor of an inductee,
go to give.uafoundation.org/journalism or use this QR code.

You also can give to other School of Journalism funds in honor
of an inductee at journalism.arizona.edu/donate, or consider
estate gifts to guarantee a robust school for generations to come
at journalism.arizona.edu/forever.

HALL OF FAME STAFF

Organizer, program editor: Mike Chesnick ('84)

Emcee: Mariana Dale ('14)

School interim director: Prof. Michael McKisson ('08)
Support: Paloma Boykin ('08), Debbie

Cross, Rachel Mosteller
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